To  the  Members  of  the 

Altrincham  Urban  District  Council. 


April,  1923. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  second  Annual 
Report,  for  the  year  1922. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  directed  that  this  Report 
should  be,  in  form  and  substance,  similar  to  that  of  the  year 
1921. 


1.  Genera.!  Statistics. 

The  area  of  the  district  comprises  1330  acres,  with  an 
estimated  population  at  the  end  of  1922  of  20,877.  The 
population  on  30th  June,  1922,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General,  was  20,810,  a figure  corresponding  very  closely  with 
my  estimate  of  the  population  at  that  date,  and  is  the  figure 
on  which  the  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  the  year  are  calculated. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  1922  was  4675. 

The  number  given  in  the  Report  for  1921  was  inaccurate, 
as  the  figures  given  to  me  at  that  time  by  the  Overseers  De- 
partment included  the  inhabited  houses  in  the  Dunham  Ward 
twice. 

The  Council  have  made  a determined  and  persistent  effort 
to  obtain  the  erection  of  more  houses,  to  combat  the  ever- 
growing evil  of  overcrowding. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  District  is  ^"129,615,  repre- 
senting at  a penny  rate  a sum  of  : — 

^465  District  Kate  Assessment. 

/495  Poor  Rate  Assessment. 


2.  Extracts  from  Vita!  Statistics  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in,  and  accredited  to  the 
district,  for  the  year,  is  419 — Males  220  Females  199.  This 
represents  an  Annual  Birth  Rate  of  20.1  per  1,000  of  the  pop- 
ulation. The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same 
period  is  20.6;  for  the  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns, 
includihg  London,  2 1 .4  ; for  the  155  smaller  Towns  (pop. 
20,000 — 50,000)  20.5:  The  district  birth  rate,  therefore, 

has  decreased  from  21.0  to  20.1,  and  is  slightly  below  that  of 
the  country  as  a whole. 

Illegitimate  Births  number  23 — 11  Males,  12  Females. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  district,  and 
corrected  for  outward  and  inward  transfers,  is  259,  males  132, 
Females  127,  representing  a death  rate  of  12.4  per  1,000  of 
the  population.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for 
the  same  period  is  12.9  ; for  the  105  large  towns,  13.0  ; and 
for  the  155  smaller  towns,  11.7.  The  death  rate  for  the 
district  in  1921  was  10.7. 

One  death  is  registered  of  a woman  dying  in  consequence 
of  child-birth,  from  accidental  haemorrhage. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  31 
Males  20,  Females  11, 

Legitimate  30,  Illegitimate  1 Male, 
representing  an  annual  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  74  per  1,000 
births.  The  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  is 
77  ; for  the  105  large  towns  82,  and  for  the  155  smaller  towns 
75,  Rate  for  1921,  78. 

1 death  from  Measles  at  16  months  of  age,  1 death  from 
Scarlet  Fever  at  2 years  of  age,  and  2 deaths  from  Diphtheria 
at  ages  10  years  and  3 years,  were  registered  during  the  year. 

There  were  3 deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Gastro-entiritis 
under  2 years  of  age,  equivalent  to  a rate  of  7.1  per  1,000 
births — the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  6.2;  for  the  105 
large  towns  7.6,  and  for  the  155  smaller  towns  5.6.  The  rate 
for  1921  was  15.0. 

3.  Mo£ifia!b!e  Diseases  dupirsg  the  yea  a-1. 

Total  Cases  ad- 

cases  mitted  to  Total 


Disease notified  Hospital  Deaths 


Diphtheria 

24 

23 

2 

Scarlet  Fever... 

106 

103 

1 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

Puerperal  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

6 

Tuberculosis — 

M 14 

40 

(a)  Pulmonary 

F 11 

Total. ..25 

M 6 

(b)  Non 

F 9 

Total. ..15 
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Opthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Notified 

Treated 

At  | In 

Home  Hospital 
j(General) 

Visions 

Unim- 

paired 

Visions 

Im- 

paired 

Total 

Blind- 

ness 

Deaths 

3 

0 1 3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Seasonal  distribution  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria : — 


fan-  Feb.  Mar.  Apl.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  ... 


T-2 


12  9 


16 


11 


4.  Causes  of  Sickness. 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  have  persisted  throughout  the  year, 
the  number  in  each  case  being  slightly  below  those  of  1921.  There 
have  been  minor  waves  of  Influenza.  Smallpox  still  smouldering  in 
the  adjacent  counties,  I would  urge  the  extreme  importance  of 
vaccination  and  re  vaccination.  At  any  time  this  dreadful  desease 
may  appear  in  our  district. 

5.  Summary  of  Nursing  Arrangements,  Hospitals 
and  other  Institutions  available  for 
the  District. 

(a)  The  district  is  served  by  a well  organised  District  Nursing 
Association,  maintained  by  voluntary  contribution,  although 
a low  nominal  fee  per  visit  is  now  being  charged  to  the 
patient.  The  I ocal  Authority  recognising  the  great  value  of 
this  nursing  service,  now  contribute  to  the  funds  of  the 
Association. 

(b)  There  is  no  arrangement  in  the  district  for  the  nursing  of 
such  infectious  diseases  as  measles,  whooping  cough,  etc.,  in 
the  home. 

MIDWIVES 

No  midwife  in  the  district  is  employed  under  subsidy  by 
the  Public  Health  Authority.  The  number  of  midwives 
practising  in  the  district  is  9. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


A Maternity  & Child  Welfare  Centre  is  maintained  by  the 
Urban  District  Council,  being  under  the  direction  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Health  Visitor,  assisted  by 
a staff  of  voluntary  helpers,  three  of  whom  are  co-opted  on  the 
on  the  Maternity  & Child  Welfare  Committee  of  the  Council. 
The  Centre  is  open  on  Wednesdays,  when  the  babies  are 
weighed  and  examined  by  the  nurse,  the  Medical  Officer 
attending  for  consultation  on  those  cases  referred  to  him  by 
the  Nurse.  The  Nurse  also  on  Thursdays  holds  a Class  for 
mothers,  for  needlework  and  health  talks. 

During  the  year  603  cases  were  referred  to  me  by  the 
Nurse,  the  first  visit  of  all  new  babies  being  included  in  the 
total.  By  arrangement  with  the  Board  of  Management  of  the 
Altrincham  Hospital,  minor  operative  procedure  is  carried  out 
at  the  hospital — 

Circumcision  19,  Adenoids  8,  Naevi  3.  Removal  of  Cervical 
Glands  2,  Cystic  Tumour  of  Face  1,  Radical  Cure  of  Double 
Congenital  Hydrocele  1. 


Individuals  resident  in  adjoining  local  authorities  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  Centre  as  follows  : — 


Timperley  

Hale  

Bowdon  

Dunham  Massey 

Baguley  

Ringwav  

Warburton 


26  Medical  Consultations. 
23 
22 
8 
2 
1 
1 


I subjoin  the  Nurse’s  Report,  as  follows  : — 


JHatoitify  & ®Ijtl5  HEtlfarr. 

ArareuiaB  Report  foe11  1 @22. 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  of  the  work  from  January  1st, 
1922,  to  December  31st,  1922. 

Number  of  Live  Babies  notified — Males  199,  Females  188 
Total  ...  387 

Number  of  Still-borns  notified — Males  7,  Females  4 


Total  ...  11 

Number  of  first  visits  to  Babies  under  1 year  ...  376 

Total  number  of  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  3667 

Total  number  of  visits  to  Children  1 to  5 years  1108 
Number  of  first  visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  ...  74 

Total  number  of  visits  ,,  „ ,,  212 

Total  Visits  ...  4987. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  I made  1 10  visits  re  Measles, 
and  32  visits  re  Tuberculosis. 

All  Sanitary  defects,  overcrowding,  etc.,  noted  whilst 
visiting,  were  reported  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


School  fon  Mothers. 


Number  of  Individual  Babies  under  1 year  ...  368 

Total  Number  of  Babies  weighed  ,,  2899 

Making  an  average  of  55  per  week. 

Number  of  Individual  Children.  1 to  5 years  ...  145 

Total  Number  of  Children  weighed  ,,  ...  611 

Making  an  average  of  11  per  week. 

Total  Number  weighed  3510 


Making  a total  average  of  66  per  week. 

Number  of  Individual  Children  weighed  from  outside 
districts : — 

Hale  17,  Timperley  16,  Bowdon  6,  Warburton  1,  Dunham  Massey  2 

Total  42. 

The  number  of  attendances  at  the  Centre  were  as  follows : — - 
Hale  161,  Timperley  84,  Bowdon  80,  Dunham  Massey  12,  Warburton  3 
Total  340. 

The  Centre  was  opened  52  times  during  the  year. 


Sewing  Class. 

This  Class  was  opened  47  times  during  the  year,  and  was 
attended  by  739  Mothers,  making  an  average  of  15  per  week. 

Health  Talks  were  given  at  this  Class. 

In  connection  with  the  Centre,  I commenced  a Savings  Club  in 
October,  and  we  have  at  the  present  time  49  members.  A Com- 
mittee is  formed,  and  selected  from  the  Mothers  who  attend  the 
Centre.  They  each  take  it  in  turn  to  collect  the  money,  and  have 
appointed  me  Treasurer. 

Rate  aided  Milk  ha?  been  granted  during  the  year  as  follows  : — 
Free  478  ; at  half  cost  2 ; Total  Cases  480. 

The  amount  of  Milk  granted  during  the  year  has  been  ; — 

Free  9,837  Quarts  ; at  half  cost  56  Quarts. 

Dried  Milk  has  been  granted  at  the  Centre  in  10  cases,  all  free. 


H.  W.  BARDSLEY, 


Health  Visitor. 


Day  Nurseries. 


A day  nursery  is  established  at  Carradale,  Norman’s 
Place,  Altrincham,  admitting  on  an  average  19  children  per 
day,  maintained  by  weekly  or  daily  charges  per  child,  and  by 
voluntary  subscriptions,  a grant  being  made  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 


Tuberculosis. 

A Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  12  Dunham  Road,  Altrin- 
cham is  maintained  by  the  County  Council,  where  the  District 
Tuberculosis  Officer  attends  for  consultation. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

There  are  no  Venereal  Disease  Clinics  in  the  district. 
Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority,  or 
by  the  County  Council. 


1.  Tuberculosis 

none. 

2.  Maternity  ... 

none. 

(The  Council  give  an  annual  subscrip- 
tion to  St. Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester) 

3.  Children 

none. 

(The  Council  give  an  annual  subscrip- 
tion to  the  Children’s  Hospital, 
Pendlebury.) 

4.  Fever 

Altrincham  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Sinderland  Road,  Altrincham,  support- 
ed wholly  by  the  Council  for  the 
treatment  of  : — 

Diphtheria  ...  5 beds  Enteric  Fever  ...  5 beds 
Scarlet  Fever  20  beds  With  2 Observation  Wards 


5.  Smallpox. 

An  arrangement  exists  between  the  Urban  District 
Council  and  the  Manchester  City  Council  for  the  reception 
of  Smallpox  cases  from  the  district. 

6.  Altrincham  General  Hospital. 

Accommodation  78  beds.  The  Urban  District  Council 
give  an  annual  subscription. 

There  is  no  institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  and  homeless  children  in  the  district. 

A Home  for  orphan  girls,  maintained  by  the  Church  of 
England,  exists  in  the  district. 

1(a)  For  Infectious  cases — Ambulance  at  Isolation 
Hospital. 

(b)  For  Non-Infectious  and  Accidents — 2 Motor 
Ambulances  at  the  Fire  Station. 


7.  Laboratory  Work. 

Arrangements  exist  between  the  Council  and  the  Victoria 
University  of  Manchester  for  pathological  and  bacteriological  exam- 
inations. During  1922,  a total  of  69  specimens  was  sent  for 
examination. 

Diphtheria  ...  66,  19  of  which  were  positive 

Tvphoid  ...  2,  both  positive 

Tuberculosis  ...  1,  positive 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  through  its  tuberculosis  officers 
examines  bacteriologicallv  sputa  from  suspected  tuberculosis  cases, 
free  of  charge. 

During  1922,  109  specimens  of  sputum  from  the  Urban  District 
of  Altrincham  were  examined  in  the  Laboratory  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  at  Chester,  33  of  which  were  found  to  be  positive. 

A supply  of  concentrated  diphtheria  antitoxin  is  kept  at  the  Town 
Hall,  to  be  issued  on  the  application  of  a Medical  Practitioner  for 
the  initial  treatment  of  suspected  diphtheria  in  the  district.  All 
medical  men  piactising  in  the  district  have  been  notified  of  this 
provision. 

Throat  swabs  and  Widal’s  Outfit  for  typhoid  test  are  also  kept 
at  the  Town  Hall. 

List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  byelaws  and  local  regulations  relating  to 
public  health,  in  force  in  the  district,  with  date  of  adoption : — 


Adoptive  Acts. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890 — Parts  II  and  III 
adopted  25th  June,  1891. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890— Part  IV 
adopted  7th  January,  1896. 

Baths  and  Wash-houses  Act,  1846  to  1882  adopted 
2nd  June,  1900. 

Houses  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890 — Part  III 
adopted  2nd  February,  1904. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907 
adopted  27th  May,  1909. 


Bye-laws  relating  to: — 

1.  The  Removal  of  Refuse  and  Prevention 

of  Nuisances  generally 

2.  Markets  

3.  Common  Lodging  Houses  

4.  Slaughterhouses  

5.  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  & similar  structures 

6.  Hackney  Carriages 

7.  Dairies,  Cowsheds  & Milkshops  

S.  New  Streets  and  Buildings  

9.  Houses  let  in  Lodgings 


Date  of  Adoption — 

October,  1876 
9th  June,  1883 
6th  October,  1876 
February,  1905 
7th  June,  1910 
6th  December,  1921 
1st  August,  1889 
5th  September,  1916 
2nd  August,  1921 


Sanitary  Administration 


amfatn  ©ffictr’s  Export. 


Public  Health  Staff. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Council. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — part  time — holds 
the  diploma  of  Public  Health. 

Sanitary  Inspector — whole  time — holds  the 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  is  an  Associate  of  that  body. 

Health  Visitor — whole  time — holds  the 
Health  Visitor’s  Certificate  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  contributes  half  of  the  salaries 
of  these  Officials. 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  39 

(b)  As  part  of  a Municipal  Housing  Scheme  ...  38 


1.  Unfit  dwelling  houses. 

Inspection— (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Act)  229 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  house  which  were  in- 

spected and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  88 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  None 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  GO 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
inconsequence  of  inRrmal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  27 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Power. 


(a) — Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  etc..  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  60 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  : — 

(a)  by  owners 45 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  detault  of  owners  none 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  became  operative 
in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners 
of  intention  to  close  none 

(b)  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  141 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  : — 

(a)  by  owners  93 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  none 

(c)  — Proceedings  under  Section  17  and  18  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 

view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  none 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

whicn  Closing  Orders  were  made  none 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  dwelling  houses  having  been  ren- 
dered fit none 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  iu  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  none 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  none 


Schema  for*  Conversion  of  Privies. 

The  scheme  for  the  conversion  of  300  privies  to  water 
carriage  system  required  at  the  end  of  the  year  about  70  more 
for  its  completion. 

In  preparation  for  a further  scheme  of  privy  conversions 
in  the  South  Ward,  the  Council  have  re-sewered  Byrom  Street, 
and  adjacent  back  passages.  To  facilitate  the  cleansing  of 
these  sewers,  an  automatic  flushing  tank  supplied  with  fresh 
water  from  the  street  mains  has  been  constructed. 


In  concluding  my  Report,  I wish  again  to  express  my 
feeling  of  gratitude  for  the  help  and  assistance  that  have  at  all 
times  been  cordially  given  me  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Health  Visitor. 


I beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


R.  REID  DUNCAN,  M.B.  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Annual  Ilrptui 


Sanitary  Department , 

Town  Hall , 

Altrincham, 

10th  January,  1923. 


R.  Reid  Duncan,  Esq.,  MB.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Town  Hall, 

Altrincham. 


Sir, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  upon  the  work 
executed  by  the  Sanitary  Department  during  the  year  1922. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  is  supplied  on  the  constant  system  by  the  Manchester 
Corporation,  and  has  been  plentiful  and  pure. 

Complaints  have  been  received  as  to  the  shortage  of  water  at 
certain  houses,  and  the  practice  of  the  Council  is  to  instruct  the 
Surveyor  to  report,  and  notice  is  served  upon  the  owners  of  the 
property  to  provide  a sufficient  supply  of  water  as  provided  by 
section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

No  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  analysis  during  the  year. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

Twenty  inspections  have  been  made  of  the  water  courses  in  the 
district,  and  except  on  one  occasion  there  was  no  discolouration  visible. 
Certain  work  in  the  way  of  cleaning  the  water  courses  has  taken  place, 
and  the  Council  have  paid  to  the  Sinderland  and  Baguley  Drainage 
Board  the  sum  of  ^35,  as  a first  instalment. 

Scavenging  and  Removal  of  Refuse. 

The  removal  of  refuse  is  carried  out  under  the  directions  of  the 
Surveyor. 


During  the  year  the  following  work  was  carried  out  by  the 
Scavenging  Department. — 


ASHPITS 

. of  Houses  relieved... 

20674 

ASHBINS 

No.  of  Houses  relieved 

118134 

,,  Privies  emptied... 

15065 

,,  Ashbins  emptied 

106026 

,.  Wet  ashpits  ,,  ... 

9248 

,,  Tipping  Ashbins 

,.  Dry  ,,  ,,  ... 

2832 

,,  emptied 

12223 

,,  Pails  ,,  ... 

1497 

Loads  removed 

2229 

,,  Loads  removed  ... 

3402 

On  account  of  the  conversion  of  privy  closets  into  water  closets’ 
and  wet  ashpits  to  ashbins,  the  number  of  loads  of  wet  refuse  removed 
is  less  than  previous  years,  but  the  number  of  dry  loads  is  considerably 
more,  and  should  the  conversion  of  privies  to  water  closets  continue 
at  the  present  rate,  the  Council  will  have  to  take  into  consideration 
the  question  of  providing  other  means  for  the  removal  of  house  refuse. 

House  Drainage  and  Conversion  of 
Privies  into  Water  Closets. 

Several  houses  have  been  re-drained  during  the  year,  and  this  has 
taken  place  chiefly  in  connection  with  the  conversion  of  privies  into 
water  closets.  In  some  instances  the  yard  drains  were  found  to 
consist  of  field  pipes,  with  no  material  round  the\  joints,  and 
consequently  the  surrounding  earth  was  badly  polluted.  In  such 
circumstances  it  is  necessary  for  the  yard  to  be  re  drained  and  this 
is  provided  for  along  with  the  notices  for  the  conversion  of  privies. 
The  scheme  provided  for  the  conversion  of  300  privies  into  water 
closets,  and  only  about  seventy  privies  remain  to  be  converted  before 
the  scheme  is  complete.  The  fact  that  so  many  privies  have  been 
converted  during  the  year,  and  these  scattered  throughout  the  township, 
speaks  well  for  the  expeditious  manner  in  which  the  Surveyor  and 
his  staff  have  executed  the  work. 

Privies  converted  to  water  closets  Public  Health  Acts 

(Amendment)  Act,  1907,  (out  of  loan) 193 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

The  sanitary  accomodation  in  the  district  is  as  follows  : — 

Privies  with  fixed  receptacles  ...  1614 

Privies  with  movable  receptacles  ...  25 

Fresh  water  closets 3660 

Waste  water  Closets  230 

Movable  galvanised  iron  ashbins  ...  2511 

Privy-middens 906 

Drv  ashpits  400 


TABULATED  STATEMENT  OF  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS. 


Nature  of  Inspections  made 

1 Number  dur- 
| ing  the  Year 

1. 

Dwelling  Houses 

88 

2. 

Cellar  Dwellings  

19 

3. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc 

6 

4. 

Yards  and  Passages  

54 

5. 

Privy-middens,  Earth  or  Pail  Closets  ... 

297 

6. 

House  Drainage  

64 

7. 

Ditches  Water-courses,  etc 

20 

8. 

Offensive  Accumulations  

56 

9. 

Keeping  of  Animals  

18 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 
27. 
2S. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 
33 


Tabulated  Statement  of  General  Inspections — continued. 


Offensive  Trades 

20 

Slaughterhouses  

... 

180 

Places  where  food  is  prepared  or  stored 

51 

Piggeries 

... 

16 

Dairies  

... 

42 

Milkshops  

36 

Cowsheds  

9 

Factories 

10 

Workshops  

221 

Workplaces  

22 

Outworkers  Premises 

... 

9 

Bakehouses  

61 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

50 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  

38 

Smoke  Observations  

9 

Canal  Boats  

... 

82 

Infectious  Disease  Inquiries  and  re-visits 

206 

Market  Inspections  

66 

Pictures,  Theatres,  Music  Halls,  etc. 

36 

Ash  Receptacles  

69 

Manure  Pits 

84 

Shops  Act  

69 

Hackney  Carriages  

41 

Omnibuses  

... 

34 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a fresh  register  of  Cowkeepers  and 
Purveyors  of  milk  was  in  the  course  of  preparation.  This  is  necessary 
on  account  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  which 
provides  for  separate  registers  lor  wholesalers  and  retailers.  The 
whole  of  the  dairies  and  cowsheds  were  being  visited  with  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  suggestions  were  made  to  several  of  the 
occupiers  for  the  improvement  of  their  premises.  The  attention  of 
some  purveyors  of  milk  was  also  called  to  the  storage  of  certain 
articles  in  dairies,  ether  than  milk  vessels. 


Bakehouses. 

The  bakehouses  have  been  inspected  during  the  year,  and 
limewashing  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act.  In  some  cases  structural  alterations 
are  desirable.  The  attention  of  three  occupiers  was  called  to  the 
condition  of  their  premises. 


Canal  Boats. 

In  accordance  with  the  Canal  Boats  Act,  the  usual  inspections 
were  made  during  the  year.  82  boats  have  bien  inspected  and  were 
found  to  contain  registered  accommodation  for  a total  of  329  persons. 
The  cabins  were  found  to  be  occupied  by  126  men,  35  women,  and  26 
children  under  14  years  of  age.  On  two  occasions  two  boats  were 
found  to  be  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition,  namely,  (1)  cabin  required 
repainting  (2)  no  certificate  of  registration  on  board.  In  the  former 
case  the  cabin  has  now  been  painted.  Generally  the  boats  were  found 
to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition,  and  showed  no  cause  for  complaint. 
One  case  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  and  was  removed  to  hospital. 


Slaughterhouses. 

These  premises  were  visited  on  ISO  occasions  during  the  year. 
On  account  of  the  prevalence  of  foot  and  mouth  disease,  and  the 
restrictions  imposed  upon  the  removal  of  animals,  it  has  been 
necessary  to  pay  particular  attention  to  animals  entering  and  to  see 
that  permits  had  been  granted  authorizing  slaughter.  The  premises 
have  been  limevvashed  in  accordance  with  bye-laws. 

There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses  in  this  Urban  District. 
The  quantity  and  particulars  of  the  meat  condemned  is  as 
follows  : — 

Tuberculosis  (Cattle)  1 Carcase 

4 sets  of  Organs  and  OSals 
Decomposition  (Sheep)  1 Carcase 

1 set  of  Organs  and  Offals 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  nine  common  lodging  houses  registered  by  the  Council. 
Small  repairs  have  been  executed  to  several  of  the  houses,  but  the 
property  is  old  and  renovation  on  a large  scale  is  out  of  the  question. 
The  attention  of  occupiers  has  been  called  to  all  dirty  or  foul  bedding 
and  the  same  was  immediately  removed.  Limewashing  has  been 
executed  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 


Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

The  Council  have  now  bye-laws  for  regulating  this  class  of  house, 
and  38  inspections  have  been  made,  several  with  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  It  is  impossible  to  apply  the  bye-laws  to  small  four 
roomed  houses,  but  in  the  case  of  larger  houses,  these  are  visited 
periodically,  and  limewashing,  cleansing  and  decorating  of  rooms 
takes  place  at  regular  intervals.  The  bye-laws  are  useful  inasmuch  as 
they  provide  a right  of  entry  for  the  officers  of  the  Council. 

Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

The  workshops  and  workplaces  have  all  been  inspected  once  at 
least  daring  the  year,  and  in  some  cases  twice.  Special  attention  was 
given  on  these  inspections  to  the  requisite  amount  of  airspace  required, 
the  proper  ventilation  of  the  rooms,  the  lighting  of  the  premises  and 
the  cleanliness  of  same.  Limewashing  has,  in  some  cases,  been 
executed,  and  several  others  were  receiving  attention  at  the  close  of 
the  year. 

Outworkers  Premises. 

Two  outworker  premises  have  been  inspected,  and  were  found  to 
be  satisfactory  for  the  work  executed  therein.  No  case  of  infectious 
disease  occurred  in  the  house  of  any  outworker. 

Smoke  Observations. 

Nine  smoke  observations  of  one  hours  duration  were  recorded,  and 
many  others  of  shorter  duration.  In  no  case  did  the  emission  of 
black  smoke  exceed  the  time  limit  allowed  by  the  Council. 


Houses  Inspected. 

The  inspection  of  houses  has  proceeded  on  similar  lines  to  previous 
years.  Eighty-eight  houses  have  been  inspected  as  compared  with 
one  hundred  and  ten  the  previous  year.  These  have  all  been  inspec- 
ted under  the  Housing  of  District  Regulations.  This  number  does 
not  include  houses  from  where  complaints  had  been  received  as  to 
their  defective  condition,  or  which  were  discovered  during  inspections 
in  various  parts  of  the  district.  The  general  character  of  the  defects 
found  are  those  usually  associated  with  old  propeitv.  Defective 
brickwork  and  joints  perished,  lack  of  damp  proof  courses  ; the  roof 
timbers  sunk  and  decaying  ; the  slates  or  tiles  perished,  loose  or 
broken  and  the  flashings  defective,  the  spouting  choked,  defective  or 
absent,  the  general  woodwork  decayed,  window  cords  broken  and 
frames  and  panes  loose,  ceilings  cracked,  wood  floors  defective,  yard 
paving  sunk  and  defective,  insufficient  and  defective  drainage,  and 
leaky  privy  middens. 


Hackney  Carriages  and  Omnibuses. 

There  are  33  hackney  carriages  and  53  omnibuses  licensed  to  ply 
for  hire  in  the  district.  The  general  condition  of  the  hackney  carriages 
is  good.  The  conduct  of  drivers  is  under  continuous  observation,  and 
any  offences  carefully  noted  and  dealt  with. 

The  Council  have  bye-laws  for  regulating  hackney  carriages  which 
were  recently  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  bye-laws  are  similar  to  those  adopted  by  the  adjoining 
Urban  Districts  of  Bowdon  and  Hale 

With  regard  to  omnibuses;  unfortunately  the  Council  possess  no 
bye-laws  or  regulations  for  this  class  of  vehicle,  and  once  a licence  is 
granted  by  the  Council,  proprietors  seem  to  be  under  the  impression 
that  they  can  conduct  the  services  as  they  think  fit,  without  regard 
to  the  public  requirements.  It  is  essential  that  the  Council  should 
have  proper  control  of  omnibus  traffic  in  their  district,  and  every 
endeavour  should  be  made  to  speed  up  the  report  of  the  Departmental 
Committee  appointed  by  the  Ministry  of  Transport  on  the  Licensing 
and  regulation  of  Hackney  Vehicles.  A special  report  was  submitted 
to  the  Council  at  their  December  meeting  with  regard  to  Omnibuses. 


Overcrowding. 

Several  cases  of  overcrowding  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Council,  but  on  account  of  the  difficulty  in  rinding  alternative  accom- 
modation, no  proceedings  were  taken. 


Market. 

A strict  watch  has  been  kept  on  the  food  exposed  for  sale  on  the 
stalls  in  the  Market,  and  action  taken  where  necessary. 

The  fact  that  there  wras  not  a genuine  complaint  received  with 
regard  to  anything  sold  in  the  Market  during  the  year,  speaks  well 
for  the  quality  of  produce  sold. 


Disinfection. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Council  after  all  cases  of  zymotic  disease 
The  rooms  are  fumigated  with  "Formic  Aldehyde"  and  after  cases  of 
diphtheria  and  typhoid  fever  the  paper  from  the  walls  and  ceiling  is 
stripped,  and  the  walls  and  ceiling  are  afterwards  distempered.  Upon 
receipt  of  a certificate  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  notice  is 
served  upon  the  Owners  to  do  this  work.  Disinfection  is  also  carried 
out  by  the  Council  after  deaths  from  phthises,  at  any  time,  upon 

request. 

Shops  Act. 

This  is  the  first  year  the  administration  of  the  Shops  Act,  1912, 
and  the  Shops  (Early  Closing)  Act,  1920  Amendment  Act,  1921,  has 
been  under  the  District  Council.  Only  three  complaints  were  received 
as  to  breaches  of  the  Acts  or  Orders.  Inspections  were  made  from 
time  to  time,  and  six  occupiers  were  reported  to  the  Council  for  fail- 
ing to  close  their  shops  at  the  recognised  time.  I was  only 
appointed  for  a period  of  twelve  months  at  a salary  of  £5.  The  work 
in  connection  with  the  Shops  Act  has  not  been  found  to  be  a great 
deal,  but  it  is  work  which  can  only  be  performed  during  the  evening, 
and  usually  at  a late  hour.  For  these  Acts  to  be  administered 
systematically  the}'  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  police,  who  could 
keep  an  oversight  on  the  shops,  in  the  same  way  as  they  do  licensed 
houses.  The  sale  of  cigarettes  and  tobacco  in  licensed  houses  after 
the  time  fixed  for  the  closing  of  tobacco  shops  has  received  attention, 
but  it  would  be  to  the  benefit  of  the  community  generally  for  the 
Home  Secretary  to  introduce  legislation  for  the  consolidation  of  the 
present  complicated  Shops  Acts. 

Abatement  of  Nuisances. 

Nuisances  which  require  abatement  have  received  regular  atten- 
tion during  the  year.  Upon  the  receipt  of  any  information  or 
complaints  respecting  nuisances,  the  premises  are  immediately  inspect- 
ed, and  if  a nuisance  is  found  to  exist,  the  person  by  whose  act, 
delault  or  sufferance  the  nuisance  arises  or  continues,  is  communi- 
cated with  ; should  no  steps  be  taken  to  abate  the  nuisance,  the 
matter  is  reported  to  the  Council,  who  exercise  their  powers  under  the 
Public  Health  Act. 

Legal  Proceedings. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  owner  of  property 
situated  in  Wellington  Place,  to  abate  nuisances  arising  from  the 
condition  of  the  roofs,  etc.  He  was  allowed  two  months,  in  which 
to  complete  the  work,  by  the  Justices.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the 
work  had  not  been  completed,  and  the  Council  had  under  considera- 
tion the  question  of  proceeding  against  the  owner  for  recovering  the 
penalties  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Act. 

In  the  case  of  four  houses  in  Islington  Street  and  four  houses 
in  Paradise  Place,  this  property  has  been  a sourse  of  trouble  to  the 
Council  for  some  considerable  time.  In  its  piesent  condition,  some 
of  the  houses  are  not  in  a habitable  condition,  and  every  endeavour 
was  made  by  the  Council  to  induce  the  owners  to  execute  the  work 
required.  Except  for  certain  patching  and  provision  of  ash  receptacles, 
very  little  work  of  any  substance  was  executed,  especially  to  the 


roofs  which  are  in  a leaky  condition.  The  owners  pleading  that 
they  had  not  the  money  to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  the  Council 
On  account  of  the  shortage  of  houses  the  Council  were  unable  to 
serve  closing  orders  upon  the  owners,  as  the  tenants  could  not  find 
alternative  accommodation.  The  matter  was  taken  before  the  Justices 
in  October,  when  they  made  an  order  upon  the  owners  to  carry  out 
the  more  urgent  repairs  within  a period  of  six  months. 


Service  of  Notices. 

I desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  a large  number  of 
statutory  notices  which  have  been  served  in  connection  with  the 
scheme  of  converting  privies  into  water  closets,  and  the  enormous 
amount  of  clerical  work  these  notices  entail.  Each  notice  has  to 
be  made  out  separately,  together  with  a duplicate  for  retention. 
It  might  appear  somewhat  strange  that  so  manv  notices  have  been 
served,  but  it  is  essential  that  all  parties  interested  should  receive 
notices,  and  they  should  be  served  personally  upon  some  person  at 
each  of  the  houses  in  accordance  with  section  267  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875. 


Notices  Served. 


Statutory  notices  served  during  the  year  ...  141 

Notices  complied  with  93 

Outstanding 48 

Notices  served  in  connection  with  Infectious 

Disease  18 

Legal  Proceedings  taken  9 

Informal  Notices  served  382 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  277 

Outstanding 105 

Notices  to  provide  new  ashbins  55 

Statutory  Notices  served  in  connection  with 

Privy  Conversions 1148 

Statutory  Notices  served,  Section  28,  Housing, 

Town  Planning  Act,  1919 60 


I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


JAMES  E.  CRICKMORE,  A.R.S.I. 

Sanitary  Inspector, 


/ 


